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Churchfield House is an iconic detached house set in its own grounds opposite the 
St.Bartholemews Church in Great Harwood. Fondly know as Great Harwood’s 
Stately Home.! 
  
It was built by Surgeon Henry Ainsworth Grimes in 1851 on a plot of land purchased 
from James Lomax. By 1857 it had been sold to Joseph Haydock, a wine merchant, 
who took an active role in Great Harwood’s wellbeing, he was a member of the 
Nuisance Committee, and was on the Local Board from 1863. He fought long and 
hard for a sewage system to replace the gullys in the streets. 
On his death he left the house to his youngest son Milton, who married Janet, the 
couple had no children, but took an active role in the town and Milton joined Great 
Harwood Urban District Council in 1895. All through their lives they strove to make 
people’s lives better. 
 
On his death in 1926 the house was left to Janet for the remaining years of her live, 
on her death in 1936. The house and its contents became the property of the people 
of Great Harwood, and the grounds a pleasure park for their use. It was originally left 
as a Library, but as the Council had by then built a new Library, it became a reading 
and meeting room. Many of our older visitors, recall fond memories of open fires, 
books and newspapers, and friendships, something we try in our own way to 
emulate. 
 
The house from then on underwent many changes, it had a family who looked after 
the house, had its own gardener, who grew all the flowers for the town, and during 
the war grew food to support the war effort. Sadly due to road widening schemes, all 
the  greenhouse, stables, pot rooms and garden rooms have been demolished.  
 
In 2013 Great Harwood Civic society decided to move from meeting in a pub, to 
using Churchfield House. To say the house was tired was an understatement, no 
longer open to the public, and only used by two businesses, a speech and drama 
coach, and Slimming world. Sad and neglected, just did not cut it, (Photographs are 
available to look at) The society then approached HBC with a view to leasing the 
house and restoring it to its original use, after many challenges, and aided by teams 
at HBC Churchfield House Trust was formed, now on completion of the 25 year 
lease Churchfield House Ltd.  
 
Many changes have taken place, windows and doors replaced, the whole house 
decorated and re carpeted and a new kitchen installed. 
 
We have had two visits from the Princes trust foundation team, who undertook initial 
decorating work, and we as a society worked with HBC, to gain the National Lottery 
grant for the restoration of the Mercer town clock. 
 
Churchfield is manned by volunteers, we have no paid staff, but we do have a 
student program running 6 young people who work for 2 hours a week during term 
time, and longer during the holidays, they are given a little money and tips. 3 of these 



have now gone on to apprenticeships, their confidence in dealing with the public and 
responsibilities is very rewarding. 
 
The house is open to the public, we serve lunches on Thursday Friday and Sunday, 
proper home cooked food and we have a loyal customer base, and visitors from all 
over this country and beyond. The income generated from this goes to the running of 
the house. 
 
We have many groups using the house. University of the 3rd age have several 
courses running, and we have Yoga classes, Rainbows, Great Harwood Camera 
Club, in fact anyone who we can fit in we do. And you can learn to play the Ukulele 
for free. 
 
We are licenced for weddings, and we cater for every celebration from birth to death. 
Most of these groups use the house for free, they make a donation for tea and 
biscuits. 
 
 We are proud of the fact that we have turned Churchfield around, pay all the bills 
and running costs, and importantly it is once again used as Mr and Mrs Haydock 
intended, as a hub for the people of Great Harwood. Some of our customers are 
elderly, they have made new friends, and can be assured of company, and a 
welcome, we also check they are ok if they go missing. People visiting Churchfield 
go away with a smile. 
 
We wish to apply for a grant of £10,000. We have received an unexpected water rate 
bill of in excess of £6,900. This is based on the rateable value of the property, and 
the size of the grounds. And the fact that we are registered as a Ltd Company. 
 
To stop this happening year on year, we need to apply for charitable status, and a 
requirement is that we have a fund of £5,000 in a bank account reserved for this 
purpose. We would need this money immediately. 
 
We need the other £5,000 to enable us to pay the water rate bill, should this be 
reduced, we will return any balance.  
 
The actions we are taking by becoming a Charity will prevent bills of this size in the 
future, we would otherwise be in this position, year on year. 
 
We hope we can resolve these issues for the future, but for now we need assistance. 
 
Thank You 
 
Lynn Wilson, Chair of Churchfield House Ltd & on behalf of my fellow Directors. 
 
 


